Unprecedented Viewing Guide

Name: ________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________
Directions: Answer the following questions while watching the film Unprecedented for a grade.  To watch the full video (or makeup this assignment if you fall asleep), go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EClEquW-B24
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

This documentary deals with a United States Supreme Court (federal level, judicial branch) case sparked by voting irregularities in many counties in the state of Florida, suspected in the 2000 Presidential election of George Bush (Republican) and Al Gore (Democrat).   
1. From what you’ve already learned in this class about our US Constitution, why are Presidential elections controlled and managed by county governments?

2. Using your knowledge of vocabulary learned in class, what does the title of the film “Unprecedented” mean to you?

3. What were some of the complaints and problems that existed at the polls on election day? 
4. Who was Governor of Florida during the 2000 election?  _______________________________________
5. During the 2000 election, why did so many more blacks go to voting polls than the prior years?
6. What was the most serious voting rights violation? 
7. Which race made up the majority of possible matches on the felon list? _______________________________
8. Explain why the race of a voter can be important to political parties like the Republicans and Democrats?  
9. What were Katherine Harris’ two main jobs in Florida?
10. Who was the candidate that won the popular vote in the 2000 election?  ______________________________
11. After the machine recount, what was revealed?  
12. What were some problems with the non computerized ballots?  (like the infamous “butterfly ballot”)
13. What is an overvote? _______________________________________

14. How many ballots were thrown out in Duvall county?  _______________________________  
15. CRITICAL THINKING:  Why do you think the Democrats only requested a recount in certain counties in Florida?
16. On November 26th, who did Katherine Harris declare the winner at the deadline for the state wide recounts? 
17. The Democrats and Al Gore appealed this decision to the Florida Supreme Court.  What did this court decide?
18. What did the Republicans do as a response to the Florida State Supreme Court ruling?  

19. What did the United States Supreme Court decide in the case of Bush vs. Gore?  
20. Who was ahead in the recount voting when they stopped the recount?  ___________________________
21. CRITICAL THINKING:   Summarize the court’s opinion in this case and what Amendment and clause they based this ruling on.
